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Our first Open Morning – a success. 

Monday 25th April, 9.00am, saw a number of HWu3a 
members moving chairs and tables to provide a more 
open space in the church where we meet for our coffee 
mornings.  Group leaders arrived to set up displays 
showing how their group operates. An invitation had 
gone out to those members who had joined HWu3a 
since our January launch and publicity had gone out to 
the general public to “come and see”. Well before our 
publicised start time, people were arriving to peruse 
the group tables and engage group leaders in conver-
sation. By 10.30 the hall was busy with conversations 
and questions.  

At 10.45 one of our u3a groups, the Jordan Jammers, struck up with music and song to entertain us for a 
short while, making it difficult to carry on a conversation but entertaining nonetheless. 

                 

While they were performing, our special invited guest, the Chair of the District Council, Cllr Stephen Bilbie, 
arrived to mark our official opening and to see for himself what HWu3a is all about. He finished his visit with a 
few words of support. 

During this Open Morning, we had 20 visitors, who came in to enquire about u3a, 17 of whom then joined, and 
about 80 of our newest members found out more about the groups. It was a good social opportunity and a 
great way to get our message out to the public. Thanks go to all the volunteers – group leaders and group 
members, registration team, refreshment makers, meet and greeters and furniture shifters – who helped to 
make the occasion interesting and very worthwhile.            HWu3a Committee 



 

Stephen Joy trained as a peripatetic violin teacher and spent his working 
life doing this in Berkshire. It was during this time that he first found out 
about u3a. He became friendly with the father of one of his private pupils 
through a shared interest in computers. This was in the early days of the 
BBC microcomputer. Stephen took an Open University degree in maths 
and computing and found this very useful when the music service in 
Berkshire was made into a trust that needed its own administration 

system. He became the IT manager and divided his time between this and teaching. 

The friend belonged to a local u3a and ran a photography group, another interest of Stephen’s so he 
went along to an open day to find out more. When Stephen and his wife, Judith, moved to Market 
Harborough in 2016 they discovered that their next-door-neighbour was the Chair of SLu3a who 
soon got them both involved. Stephen joined the photography group and, later, the committee. While 
in the committee, they began looking for a replacement newsletter editor and Stephen volunteered 
as a way to use his IT skills. He carried out this role for 4 years, alongside supporting the SLu3a 
website.  

Although Stephen has now stopped being our newsletter editor, he is still a valuable part of the 
administrative support for the HWu3a website and the Beacon database that we use. He is a 
member of the Friday photography group and is considering joining another group when he has time 
from his other volunteering roles. We have been very fortunate to have Stephen’s interests and skills 
to support u3a for a number of years and thank him for his many hours of volunteering. 

Kate Helm 

 

Election of HWu3a Trustees, 2022 
The special meeting and associated online voting duly supported the election of the proposed 
candidates. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO VOTED. Looking ahead to our first AGM in March 2023, online 
voting will play a vital role in ensuring we have the necessary quorate returns. Even our new home at 
the Methodist Church would be hard pushed to accommodate 900+ members. 
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Upcoming Events—Speaker Meetings at Methodist Church 

Monday 9th May: This month we welcome back speaker Mark Temple who last year spoke to 
us about 'Stoneywell and The Gimsons'.  This time, his talk is on 'The Life and Rhymes of John 
Betjeman'. 

Monday 13th June: Looking forward to June we welcome John Nowell with his talk on ‘A day 
above the Canaries’ . 

  

 

Mon 23rd May: HWu3a Get Together – Refreshments, meet new and existing members and  
find out about group activities 

A profile of our retiring newsletter editor 

https://hwu3a.org.uk/event/monthly-meeting-a-day-above-the-canaries-john-nowell/
https://hwu3a.org.uk/event/monthly-meeting-a-day-above-the-canaries-john-nowell/


Spring Blossom 
The whispering breeze murmurs seductively of spring, 
As it waltzes amongst the profuse and delicate blooms, 
So beautiful, so innocent, so reticent. 
Their fragrant gowns sway lightly, oh so silently, with the soft 
embrace of the breeze. 
Their petals soft like velvet as they drape among the boughs. 
The blue tit dashes by with a deified bow of its beak, 
While the forget-me-nots sway below, with gay inconsequentiality. 
And the bees join in with the joyful dance, softly humming their 
appreciation. 
The sun smiles down, reserved in its touch on their fragile gowns, 
casting dappled light, soft like thistledown, on the delighted daisies 
below. 
Such beauty, such wonder, but so short their time, 
A vision to behold, a vision so divine. 
 
The above verse was written by Angela having been inspired by these two images taken in Great 
Bowden.  Angela is a member of the Tuesday Photographic Group. 
 Angela Mckiernon 
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DIARY DATE – 26 AUGUST 2022 

SALTAIRE 
Situated on the outskirts of Bradford, it owes it’s name to Sir Titus Salt who built a mill and village for his 

workers by the River Aire. 

More information to follow in the next Newsletter and on the web page. 

HWu3a HOLIDAY – NORTHUMBERLAND 

11 SEPTEMBER – 15 SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

4* DERWENT MANOR HOTEL, CONSETT - 4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD 

The holiday includes trips to Alnwick Castle & Gardens, Holy Island,  

Chester's Roman Fort (Hadrian’s Wall), Newcastle & Tynemouth 

Cost per person sharing double or twin room is £579 

Single room supplement is £91 

This is booked through Norman Allen Group Travel and is using  

Swift Valley Coaches 

For further information please contact Maryan Richardson 

Tel. 01858 462573 or email – trips1@hwu3a.org.uk 

THAMES CRUISE TO WINDSOR 

 TUESDAY 5 JULY 2022 
 

We leave Runnymede and cruise upstream through Old Windsor and Datchet through locks to Windsor. 
We have 3½ hours in Windsor for lunch and sightseeing. 

A multimedia tour of the Castle costs £26.50 and there are also hop-on & hop-off bus tours. 

The boat will leave Windsor for the return to Runnymede at 4pm 

There is a bar and tea on board 

Cost of the coach and river cruise £37 

The coach will leave Market Harborough Bus Station at 8am 

To book contact Maryan Richardson Tel- 01858 462573 or trips1@hwu3a.org.uk 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

Conference  

Saturday 14th May 2022 at Park Inn, Northampton 
Tickets £27.50 including a three course buffet lunch. 

Download an application form from our website HWu3a.org.uk 

Email: info@northants-fhs.org  

mailto:trips1@hwu3a.org.uk
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Art History 
By the time you read this, we will have had our May 
meeting where we looked at a variety of paintings of 
trees, all chosen by members of the group.  I will 
write more next time but I have included one of my 
favourites – Orchard with Flowering Trees by Camille 
Pissarro.  Painted in 1877, it is on show at the 
Ashmolean Gallery in Oxford, until 12th June.  The 
group will not be meeting in June and so the next 
meeting will be on Monday 4th July when we will look 
in detail at ‘The Art of Painting’ by Johannes Vermeer.  
Angela Deane 

Art That Made Us  
Have you been watching this major new documentary 

series on BBC Two?  It looks at how works of art from Britain’s past have shaped us.  Some are surprising 
and others familiar.  All 8 episodes are also available on iPlayer. 
U3a Online Learning Events - The Woman Who Took Revenge  
Tuesday 17th May at 10 am      Free – Online via Zoom 
Join Catherine Stevenson, Chair of Newcastle u3a, for an animated story of a woman who took revenge 
through her art.  Who could this be?  What does her art reveal? To find the answers you will need to sign 
up for the presentation.  https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events 
 

Bookworms 
Our Bookworms group met to discuss our latest read which was "Stoner" by John Williams. It was the 
tale of a mid-western American farm boy who becomes a professor at a University and the book tells 
of his work and family during his whole life. His is a slow and gentle life, marred by some tragedies 
and sadnesses but also with success in his career. The book is beautifully written and the group 
particularly mentioned how moving and lovely the description of his death was handled. A very 
different novel for us to choose but that is the whole purpose of a book club. 
Ronnie Leech 

Birding Wednesday 
Our luck with the weather held again for this month’s visit to Kinewell Lake. It was a beautiful spring 
morning and in a couple of hours gentle strolling, we spotted 28 species.  Near the start, we 
considered ourselves lucky to see a Black Cap.  It turned out to be the first of many as we circled the 
lake and alongside the river.   Another highlight was pair of Great Crested Grebes performing part of 
their courtship ritual, although they swam off in opposite directions so possibly not a match made in 
heaven!  We also came across a pair of handsome Mandarin ducks and watched first a Buzzard and 
then a Red Kite circle low overhead.   We saw a brambling, a Reed Bunting and chiff chaffs that were 
in full voice, as was a Green Woodpecker which seemed to be flying parallel with us in the trees on 
the opposite side of the river, but we never managed to spot it. 

Kinewell Lake is an old gravel pit that, from the ‘1980’s, was allowed to fill naturally and the land 
around it develop into a nature reserve. We came across trees in blossom and a stunning patch of 
cowslips.  Now designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, it is about a 25-minute drive from 
Market Harborough and next to the River Nene at Ringstead.   The walk around the lake is about one 
and a half miles but can be extended to about three and a half miles using marked footpaths.  There 
is the added bonus of a tea shop, The Water Mill, nearby. Linda Lawton 

 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events


Birding Thursday 

Another glorious day for April's trip to Burbage Common and 
Woods, somewhere we hadn't been to since 2011! The place 
was not exactly buzzing with birds but we did get excellent 
views of a Nuthatch, seemingly quite unconcerned by our 
presence, toing and froing to its nest in a hole up a tree. Nearby 
was a male Great Spotted Woodpecker and a Jay dashed 
through the trees. Song Thrush, Skylark, a couple of Blackcap 
and several Chiffchaff were heard or seen. Large displays of 
Bluebell and Wood Anemone were a delight to see in the 
woods and although devoid of butterflies, out on the Common 
around the scrubby bits we saw Peacock, Orange tip, Holly Blue 
and Brimstone. 

Bruce White 

THE COFFEE HUB 

There are two events for Coffee Hub members during May, as follows: 

Tuesday, 10th May at 10.30am (IN PERSON) 

Members will be meeting at Farndon Fields Farm Shop Café in Market Harborough for a coffee and 
chat. Please let me know if you would like to come so I can book a table. 

Tuesday, 24th May at 10.30am (VIA ZOOM) 

We are delighted that our pop-up guest will be Eleanor, a representative from nearby Kelmarsh 
Hall. I’m sure many of you know that the house and gardens there are lovely.  Did you know that the 
new alterations to the upstairs rooms are now open to the public?   In particular, Eleanor will be 
talking about the different roles that volunteers carry out at the Hall.   Definitely one not to be 
missed! 
If you are not already on our mailing list and would like further information, please e-mail Denise 
Smith, Group Leader, at: d_a_smith35@hotmail.com 

Drawing and Painting 
Last month, we worked on a photograph supplied by Anne of a long-
suffering deer undergoing a bit of ear cleansing! This was followed by 
a free session where we finished our individual projects. In May, we 
are delighted to host a guest speaker who will be talking about the 
inspiration for her own work, and displaying several of her finished 
paintings. 
 
Elaine Scarlett and Sue Garman 
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Garden Group Outing 

On a bright April day, the garden group set off for an outing to 
Suffolk. 
Our first stop was at Fullers Mill Garden, the creation of the 
late Bernard Tickner who was also associated with ‘Green King’ 
brewery in Bury St Edmunds. The gardens are now in the care 
of Perennial, a garden Charitable Trust. 
The gardens had opened specially for us and gave us a very 
warm welcome, we learned of the original use of the mill and 
can now tell you all about fulling and tenterhooks. 
The lovely river lark meanders through the gardens, the spring 
flowers were beginning to fade but there were signs of 
summer growth. 
After a stop in Bury for lunch, where we had the chance to 
look at the spring planting in the abbey gardens, we set off for 
the brief journey to Wyken Hall gardens. 

The gardens surround Tudor Manor house and are set in a picturesque landscape complete with 
sheep and llamas. Peacocks were screeching as we wandered around and we kept bumping into 
Guinee fowl. 
The formal bedding and topiary were set off by a good collection of tulips. 
After a tea and cake, we checked that no one had been lost in the maze and returned to Harborough, 
having enjoyed a lovely day in the sun with good company. 

Stella Freeman 

Listening to Jazz 
A couple of vacancies exist for this friendly group of devotees who listen to selections from the 
organiser's 2500+ collection of jazz discs covering everything from the Original Dixieland Jazz Band to the 
present day! Most the group members have been coming for more than 10 years so we must be doing 
something right and we still haven't scratched the surface of the collection. Some members are real jazz 
connoisseurs, others are there just because they like music. Last Tuesday of the month generally sees 
feet tapping, tea swilling and biscuit eating to a range of different jazz sounds. If this attracts, then 
pleases contact the organiser for further details. 
  
Mike Goldsmith, 
Listening to Jazz, 
Tel 01536 770122 
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LOCAL HISTORY 

Dr Len Holden gave us a fascinating insight into Copies, Fakes and Forgeries: An Alternative Art History.  These have been in 

existence for centuries and apprentices were often responsible for copies as part of their training.  Several country houses in 

Northamptonshire and Leicestershire, including Stanford Hall and Lamport Hall, had copies of old masters.  This practice was 

also encouraged in France, so that art could be reached by a large number of people.  He also gave us an account of the 

‘Titian’ found in Great Glen and sold at Gildings for £200,000.  It is an interesting fact that some of these copies and fakes now 

sell for large sums of money. 

On Tuesday 17 May, we will welcome back one of our regular speakers – Peter Liddle, who will be keeping us up to date with 

Archaeology around Market Harborough.  The doors will be open at 1.45 pm with the talk commencing at 2.15 pm. 

Our visit to Geddington on Tuesday 21 June is now fully booked. 

Avril Pell and Ian Webb: local.history@hwu3a.org.uk 
 

New Experiences 
We were all hoping for some shouts of "180" at our recent Darts Experience at the Conservative Club, 
but apart from a couple of people who had played before and Pauline's twice perfect double out, the 
rest of us probably described it as “A Learning Experience". 
The Conny Club made us very welcome and laid on a nice lunch afterwards and we certainly enjoyed 
ourselves, thanks to Stuart for the pictures. 
By the time this is published, we will have been on our Croquet taster session, so our next event will 
be DIY Punting in June.  

 

 

 

 
kevinamillard@gmail.com   

 
 NEW TO ZOOM 

Next Session – Tuesday, 24th May – 9.30am to 10.15am 

  
Are you able to use a program like Zoom yet?    It will enable you to expand the range of activities you 
can enjoy with HWU3A and the National U3A and connect with family and friends in different locations 
from the comfort of your own home.   It can be especially useful if you are unable to leave home through 
illness, caring for someone else, bad weather or lack of transport.  Also, there are no room, petrol or 
parking fees to pay! 

The session goes through all the basics of joining and participating in a meeting.   You can use a laptop, 
iPad, tablet, or smart phone to join in via Zoom. 

To receive more information and the Zoom link to the meeting, then contact Denise Smith, Group 
Leader, at: 

d_a_smith35@hotmail.com 
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Wine Tasting 
As our April meeting was on the Queen’s birthday and two days before St George’s Day it worked 
nicely with our theme of the year which is ‘celebrations’ and gave Sylvia the idea of offering English 
wines. 
We started with a lovely bottle of ‘fizz’, Broadwood’s Folly from Denbies Wine Estate in Surrey. At 
£14.99 from Lidl this was definitely good value and appreciated by all. Unfortunately, our other 
English wines were not exceptional but as members had experience of better tasting wines from the 
same vineyard it was felt that we were unlucky.   Naomi Shaw 

Half Day Walking Group  

Setting off from the Pitsford reservoir car park we walked over fields above the reservoir 
enjoying the lovely views. Then following the new centenary way, we walked on tracks to 
Broughton Fair Lane and along Pitsford road, stopped for a break near Moulton College. 
While walking along the edge of woodland we were surprised to see early flowering bluebells 
before making our way along footpaths to the pretty village of Pitsford. In Pitsford we 
stopped to admire the many beautiful, thatched cottages and impressive Pitsford house 
once the site of an old hospital. Then it was back to the car park. Lunch was then taken at 
the George Inn in Brixworth. Diana Baxter 

 

Walking Wednesday half day 

April's walk, led by Ian & Sharon, from Great Cransley set off in bright sunny weather. 
Over the reservoir via the dam, through the lovely village of Thorpe Malsor, a few fields 
and a bit of road brought us to our coffee stop just short of the A14. A noisy stretch 
followed alongside the A14 before we headed away from it towards the old mineral 
railway line overbridge where a modicum of shelter gave everyone the opportunity to 
don their wet gear as the rain set in. By the time we regained Cransley we all looked 
somewhat bedraggled! Ah well, at least we hadn't experienced that fate for a long, long 
time!   Bruce White 

Walking Half Day 3 Thursday                                                                              

Our next walk is on 19 May starting at 10.00 am. It will be from Brixworth Country Park main car park, 
which is left at the (second) roundabout off the A508, at the south end of the village bypass. The car 
park charges are £3.20 for up to 4 hours. A cafe and toilets are available. The walk will cover about 
5.0 miles mainly on single track road, the Brampton Valley Way, village streets and a small section of 
the path round Pitsford Water. (It's the walk we planned for March, which was snowed off) We should 
finish at about 12.30 pm. Please let us know if you would like to take part. New members welcome. 
Alastair & Christine Willis, Peter Devine   01858 419262  

Wednesday Strollers walk  

Nineteen of us enjoyed a two- and three-quarter mile walk on the 13th April. We walked from the Wharf Inn, 
Welford on what is known as the Abbey walk. We followed the meandering beginning of the river Avon, it rises 
in nearby Naseby, and the man-made water course built to supply the Welford arm of the canal.  No sign of the 
ancient Sulby Abbey or water mill!  Some of us then had lunch at the Pub.                            Jo Elliott 

 



Wednesday Strollers  
The walk on Wednesday, June 8th will be led by Mary and Brendan O'Malley and Pat Johnson and involves the 
undulating countryside around Weston by Welland. 
Setting out from the Wheel and Compass, Valley Road, Weston by Welland, LE16 8HZ at 10.30 am, the route 
includes cross country - with a few uphill slopes and lovely views - and road walking. We return via a circular 
route to the pub for lunch. There are no stiles to negotiate, just a few awkward gate locks! The terrain can be 
quite muddy, so suitable footwear is advisable. Please arrive by 10.15 am so that lunches can be ordered before 
departing. On Wednesdays they offer a carvery special. Contact Mary and Brendan at 01858 462890 or 
brendanomalley90@gmail.com by Friday June 3rd, if you would like to join the walk, as the pub needs to know 
how many to expect.     John and Vivian Hammond 
 

Friday Strollers 

Our stroll on Friday 10th June is in new territory, we travel to The Elms pub in Lutterworth about 13 miles, and will 
be led by Mike & Myrtle Cook and Jo Elliott. 

Take the A4304 road from Market Harborough and cross the M1 motorway, at the next island, with an aircraft 
on it, turn right for Lutterworth, over on the right is the entrance to St. Johns Business Park and The Elms pub 
LE17 4HB. There are lots of car parking spaces which are shared between the pub and the business park. 

In the Elms there are toilet facilities and no need to pre order lunch before the stroll which will be through a 
housing estate, under a railway bridge up a grassy and slight incline onto Rye Hills, no stiles just gates about 2 
miles and for a speedy lunch on return. The Manager suggests the small Carvery at £6.19p each.  

To join us, Strollers Members, please contact Mike & Myrtle on 01858 882027 or mob. 07764 787161 by midday 
Tuesday 7th June. 

In April, 19 of us enjoyed a walk in the sunshine, managed the stiles and then had a very good meal at the 
Maidwell pub. Pleased to welcome Andrea and Paul, hope to see you again. 

Note for your diaries we have booked Friday Strollers Xmas meal at The Bulls Head, Clipston 12 for 12.30 on 
Friday 9th December.     Julia and Colin   Coordinators    01858 463129 

WALKING Half Day 4   

Our thanks to Josie and Pam for organising and leading the April walk, which was well supported by members.  
Leaving Billesdon, the route took us along to Skeffington, then to the little hamlet of Rolleston, and back via the 
gated track and a short road section to the pub for refreshments.  The weather was kind to us, and with some 
excellent views on the way, this made a very pleasant morning walk. 

Our next walk is on Thursday 26th May, starting from The Fox at Hallaton, at the top of the village by the duck 
pond - postcode LE16 8UJ.  This walk is about four and a half miles, taking in the village of Slawston, and mostly 
across fields and tracks, with a short road section part way round.  Please meet at 10.00 - 10.15am, so that we 
can order lunch and leave by 10.30am. 

If you would like to join us, please contact Mike and Brenda on 01536 770431, or e-mail 
mikesaywood@outlook.com, by Monday 23rd May if possible. 

Scrabble Group 

The last meeting of Scrabble for Fun will be on Wednesday 22nd June 2022 at the Little Bowden Bowling Club 10 
to Noon. If anyone would be interested in keeping the group going, please let me know 

All the equipment is held in a cupboard at the Bowling Club. 

Lesley Milsom 
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Singers– HWu3a Choir  
A big thank you to Jill and Barbara for going out among the u3a members who came to the meeting 
on 28th March. They worked very hard to promote the choir. At our last meeting three new members 
joined us. We are hoping that one or two more of the people who showed an interest in our group will 
decide to come along and give us a try. We are singing songs by Andrew Lloyd Webber at the 
moment which we are all enjoying. 
Joy Swallow  joyswallow@yahoo.com  
 

Wildlife April Report 

Setting off from the Twywell Hills and Dales nature reserve car park the group walked over the grass and hilly 
landscape and came across a small herd of placid highland cattle who were making short work of the 
vegetation and seemed to enjoy munching on Hawthorn leaves. A few of the group were lucky enough to 
glimpse a startled hare that shot across the path. We saw several bumblebees and a cute fluffy bee fly with its 
long straight proboscis which it was using to feed on nectar from the spring flowers. As we walked through the 
nature reserve we heard a green woodpecker, Chiff chaff and White throat singing. Long tailed tits, a Chaffinch 
and Song thrush and a soaring Buzzard were some of the birds seen. As the day got hotter the butterflies 
began to appear; several Brimstone, a Peacock and an Orange tip. In the woodland ,which is mainly a conifer 
plantation, we came across patches of yellow primroses and violets. After climbing down steep steps into 
Twywell Gullet, a former ironstone quarry, we saw lots of Hart's-tongue fern which gets its name because it 
looks like the tongue of a deer. An ideal habitat for a fern that likes the damp and shade. The gullet also has a 
good range of different mosses. As we made our way back to the cars tiny holes were spotted on the ground 
belonging to Tawny mining bees.  Diana Baxter 

 

It’s Bee-Fly time! 
Spring is here and It’s Bee-fly time. The Bombyliidae are a family of flies. The hummingbirds of the fly world able 
to hover with fabulous precision. The largest and most common looks like a bumblebee and buzzes like one but 
if you look closely, it has yellowy-brown hair on its body, spindly legs and a long straight proboscis which it 
uses to feed on nectar from one of the Spring flowers. These cute fluffy creatures whiz about from flower to 
flower or can be seen sunbathing on the ground resting with their wings pointing upwards. The dark-edged bee
-fly or Bombylius major has a fascinating life cycle. The female flies over solitary bee’s nest and flicks out her 
eggs which then hatch near or in the nest. The eggs hatch and the larvae eat the bee grubs. Parasitism happens 
a lot in the insect world. Just like bees though bee-flies are great pollinators but they don’t sting so listen out 
for a high-pitched hum on a sunny day and you may see a tiny fluffy creature with short antennae hovering in 
front of you. 

Diana Baxter 
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Groups’ 

Noticeboard 

The Groups Noticeboard has been introduced to our Newsletter so that one-off items of 
news related to groups can be posted here, not only by myself but by Group Leaders. This 
could include reports on the inaugural meeting of a new group, requests for new members or a 
special event a group has organised, among other ideas. As articles do not need to be 
submitted on a regular basis, I hope that many of the Group Leaders will contribute from time 
to time. 
Louise Elsome 

The Italian Beginners Group is starting up on Wednesday 11th May - see the Interest Groups 
Listing for more details. 

'Harborough Welland Get Together' is back on Monday 23rd May - come along, meet up with 
other members and find out what's going on with our groups. The groups participating this 
month are: 
New Age Kurling - find out what it's all about from the Group Leader, Jane, and let's see if we 
can get another group started up. 
Scrabble for Fun - Lesley, the Group Leader, is on the lookout for new members for this well-
established group. 
Papercraft & More - this versatile group can turn its hand to several crafts and Group Leader, 
Jan, will explain what projects the members are working on. 
New group - look out for more details about a 'Health and Well-Being' Group we hope to set up. 
Louise Elsome 

Family History Group 
The very first HWu3a Family History group meeting was held on Thursday 21st April at the 
Community Church in Harborough.  Forty-four people attended which was a fantastic turnout. 
Rob Green started the proceedings by outlining the aims of the group and talking about the re-
sults of the survey. This was followed by a social session/coffee interlude allowing partici-
pants to get to know each other and discuss their different levels of experience. 
Rob then very gallantly gave a presentation on the various family history sites, on the pitfalls of 
them and their limitations amongst other things. 
A question-and-answer session ensued along with ideas and tips from experienced members in 
the audience.  
We look forward to the next meeting on Thursday 19th May.  ' Master Mariner to Madness' 
Claire Duffin  claire.duffin55@gmail.com  07739986111 

STOP PRESS: We have now decided that the first Evening Walk will take place on Weds 18th May. It will be 
led by Bruce White, meeting on The Green, Great Bowden, 7pm. More details to follow later. The walk on 
Tuesday 31st will also go ahead as planned, leaving Saddington, 6:30.   
Any volunteers to lead further walks, please get in touch. Dave M, Group Leader 

mailto:claire.duffin55@gmail.com


 
 
Helen Salisbury, Chair.  
chair@hwu3a.org.uk  07837 410575 
Ian Webb Vice-Chair.  01858 440851 
vicechair@hwu3a.org.uk   
Dave Martin, Secretary.   
secretary@hwu3a.org.uk  01858 440530 
Andrew West, Treasurer.   
treasurer@hwu3a.org.uk 07732 511572 
Ian Webb, Membership Secretary.   
membership@hwu3a.org.uk  01858 440851 
Louise Elsome Group Coordinator.   
groups@hwu3a.org.uk  07740 572956 

 
 
Jack Horton, Publicity.   
publicity@hwu3a.org.uk 07511 749462 
Kate Helm, Marketing and STARS Coordinator 
marketing@hwu3a.org.uk   07817 735784 
Stuart Irons, Premises Coordinator 
premises@hwu3a.org.uk  Tel:   01858 465287 
Liz Brett, New Members and Speakers 
new.members@hwu3a.org.uk 
speakers@hwu3a.org.uk  07907 631529 
Linda Reed, Membership Secretary Elect. 
membershipelect@hwu3a.org.uk 07986 469319 
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HWu3a Executive Committee 

COFFEE TEA & BISCUITS AT THE MONTHLY SPEAKER MEETING 

 

Thank you again Julia, Susan, Tricia and Jane for providing refreshments at the April Speaker Meeting. 

I am sorry not to have helped much but I had a little something else on my mind 

Pleased to say that we now have volunteers for May, June and July. 

 

Colin Ford   Refreshment coordinator    telephone 01858 463129 

 

Coffee, Tea & Biscuits at the Monthly Speaker Meeting 

Thank you again Julia, Susan, Tricia and Jane for providing refreshments at the April Speaker Meeting. 

I am sorry not to have helped much but I had a little something else on my mind. 

Pleased to say that we now have volunteers for May, June and July. 

Colin Ford   Refreshment coordinator    telephone 01858 463129 

Speaker Coordinator 

A huge thank you to Colin Ford for stepping in at, almost literally the last minute, when our April speaker Geoff 
Harris had to pull out due to Covid. 
 
Colin's talk was called 'Wheels'.   From the Silver Cross pram to the Disability scooter, via a supermarket trolley 
and an ancient watermill; Colin's excellent, humorous talk told us about the life of 'Sunny Jim' and the different 
type of wheels he encountered along its journey.   It certainly it made us realise just how important wheels are 
to us all. 
 
At our next meeting on Monday 9th May, Colin Temple, who last spoke to us about 'Stoneywell and the 
 Gimsons', is back to tell us all about ' The Life and Rhymes of John Betjeman'.   Hope to see you there! 
 
Liz Brett speakers@hwu3a.org.uk 
Speaker Coordinator 
 
You can read many more articles and enjoy more photos such as these in our online edition which   

continues on page 17. 

This is the printed version of the Newsletter. However you can read many more articles and see more photos 

on the online Edition. So on our website read pages 17 and on. We would welcome your comments and your 

contributions for this online version.  Jack Horton & David Martin. 

mailto:chair@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:vicechair@hwu3a.org.uk
https://hwu3a.org.uk/committee/secretary@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:chair@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:membership@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:groups@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:publicity@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:marketing@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:premises@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:new.members@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:speakers@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:new.members@hwu3a.org.uk
mailto:speakers@hwu3a.org.uk


Reminder: Always contact the Group Leader before attending a group - do not just turn up.  
MONDAY 

Art History  Angela Deane  01858 431111 Congregational Ch.1st Monday        10.00 am 

Book Group  Jean West 01858 434914 Theatre Lounge 3rd Monday  2pm 
Crafting for Charities Helen Salisbury 07837 410575  Louisa’s Place 3rd Monday 2.30pm 

French Refreshers    Rosemary Holden 01858 682623 Please call  Weekly              11.00am 

French Improvers Julie Jarosz 01536 712119  Please call Weekly       pm  

French Rendez-vous  Marlis Naef    01858 466931 Please call Weekly     2.30-4pm  
Needlecraft Anne Healy  01536 760346 Com’ity Church 1st & 3rd Mon 2.00pm  

Petanque Kevin Millard 01858  468015 Fairfield Rd C.C 1st & 3rd Mon 10 -12:00 

Poetry Ann Hawkins           01858 467164 Methodist Church 1st & 3rd Mon 10.00 am 
Quilty Pleasures     Diane Miles  01858 468357      Gt Bowden Village Hall  1st/3rd Mon 2-4pm  

Songs of Leonard  Jonathan 0116 279 2915 Com’ity Church 4th Monday 2pm  
                          Cohen               Chappell 

Table Tennis 1         Keith Keeble 07795 434076  Please call Weekly          Morning 

Wine Explorers     Melanie Nash   07939 872204 Please call     2nd Monday    7.30pm 

TUESDAY 
Architecture    Colin Cohen   07973 348817  Methodist Ch.  4th Tuesday   Afternoon 
Bookworms Ronnie Leech 01858 410072   Baptist Church  2nd Tuesday       2.30pm 
Bridge—Social  Don Collins 01858 462409    Bowls Club Lt.Bwdn   Weekly            2 pm 

The Coffee Hub Denise Smith 07527 801778 Zoom 4th Tuesday 10.30am 

Country Dancing Sharon Webb  01858 440851  Cong Church 4th Tuesday 2-4pm 

French – Les Bavards  Sheridan New 07795 872496 Louisa’s Place weekly 10.30  

Listening to Jazz        Mike Goldsmith     01536 770122   Please call       last Tuesday  2.15-4.15 
Local history             Avril Pell                 01858 414871   Methodist  Ch. 3rd Tuesday   2-4pm 

Music Appreciation  Colin Cohen  07973 348817  Please call       3rd Tuesday  10.00am 
Music, Exploring Elizabeth New  07749 908907  Com’ty Church 1st Tuesday 10.00 am 

New to Zoom Denise Smith 07527 801778      Zoom    4thTuesday     9.30am  

Photography-Tues John Hammond 01858 434272 Cong Church 3rd Tuesday     2.30pm 

Singers-HWu3a Choir Joy Swallow    01858 462368   Cong Church       2nd/4th Tues    10.30am 

Ukuleles                    David Evans    01858 463045  Methodist Church   Alternate Tues  2-4pm   
Walking Half Day 2  Diana Baxter         0116 279 2947   Outside                1st Tuesday       Various 

Wine Appreciation Bob Crocker  01858 468531 Please call 1st Tuesday 7pm 

WEDNESDAY 
Badminton               Carole Winfield   01858 432540  Meadowdale          Weekly            5.45-7pm 
Belleplates               Pam Duffin            01858 414975    Com’ty Church  Weekly *           2-4pm 

Birding Wednesday     Linda Lawton         01858 880503     Outside 2nd Wed Morning 

Book Group, The Sleuths    David Still 07746455193 Please call 1st Weds 2.00pm 
Italian Beginners Adriana White 01858 445074 Cong Church 2nd & 4th Wed     10-11.30am 

Italian All Comers    Franc Colombo  01858 431473  Zoom  Weekly Morning 

New Age Kurling     Jane Wilkins           01858 461801   Cong Church     1st  Wed          2.00pm 

Quilting Vivian Hammond 01858 434272 Com’ty Church 3rd Weds 10.00am 
Quiznight Dave Martin  01858 440530     Zoom Last Wed 7.30pm 

INTEREST GROUPS 
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Railway Exploration Dudley Brown  01858  419134    Bowling Club    3rd Wed      10.00am 

Scrabble for Fun        Lesley Milsom    01858 419874    Bowls Club Lt.Bwn  4th Wed Morning 
Table Tennis 3 Jenny Acaster          01858 446862 Leisure Centre  Weds Weekly        9.00am 
Transport Group       Michael Milsom     01858 419874    Bowling Club     1st Wed     10.00am 
Walking Half Day 1   Bruce White         01858 467976    Outside           2nd Wed     Morning 
Walking, Wed. Strollers John/Vivian Hammond 01858 434272  Various 2nd Weds 10.15 am 

THURSDAY 
Birding Thursday  Bruce White            01858 467976 Outside   3rd Thursday    Morning 
Crotchety Knitters Stella Freeman        01536 760124 Community Ch 4th Thursday 2.30pm 
Drawing & Painting  Elaine Scarlett       01858 432029 Oxendon Village Hall 1st/3rd Thurs Afternoon 
Family History          Maryan Richardson  01858 462573      Community Ch       3rd Thursday          10am-12  
French Conversation Melanie Nash 07939 872204   Please call     Weekly          2.30pm 
Garden Group Stella Freeman        01536 760124 Meth Church (Winter)  3rd Thurs 2pm 
History, Aspects of  Ernie Parsons 01536 760141    Desborough FC   4th Thursday    Afternoon 
Ancient Greek Plays Jill Nisbet 01604 882672 Community Ch 1st Thursday  2.00pm 
Spanish Beginners    Don Collins            01858 462409     Methodist Church Weekly           2.00pm 
Spanish Improvers  Don Collins               01858 462409     Methodist Church Weekly           10.00am 
Table Tennis 2         Jenny Acaster  01858 446862      M H Leisure Cntr Weekly       Midday 
Tennis                         Rita Moth             01858 432275   Gt Bowden Tennis Courts Weekly     10.00am 
Theatre of the Absurd Jonathan Chappell 0116 2792915 Community Ch 2nd Thursday 2.00pm 
Walking All Day   Eddie/Edith Dixon 01858 468758    Outside              Last Thursday Various 
Walking Half Day 3  Alastair/Chris Willis 01858 419262     Outside             3rd Thursday Various 
Walking Half Day 4 Mike & Brenda Saywood 01536 770431 Outside 4th Thursday Various 
Wildlife Diana Baxter  0116 279 2947 Outside                   2nd Thursday  Various 
Wine Tasting          Jonathan/Naomi Shaw 01858 682133 Please call            3rd Thursday Various      

FRIDAY 
Cycling                        Kevin Millard  01858 468015    Outside            1st  & 3rd Fri    10.30am 
Photography  Friday Phil Aldridge  07734 903737  Zoom/Outside 3rd  Friday       Afternoon  
Jordan Jammers  Alan Clementson  01858 461088   Please call   Weekly   Afternoon  
Papercraft & More  Jan Collins             01858 462409     Foxton VH     1st/3rd Fri Morning 
Discovering Poetry    Jill Hart             01858 469663   Methodist Ch, Upper Rm  1st Friday  10.00am  
Singing for Fun           George Cashell       01858 467616  Methodist Church  2nd/4th Fri   Afternoon  
Walking, Fri. Strollers Colin &Julia Ford     01858 463129    Outside                2nd Friday      10.15am 

SUNDAY 
Singles Sunday Lunch Jan Tilley 01858 461186     Various                       1/2/4 Sundays   Various 

Music  -  60s  Alec Hodgson      01858 288923     Oathill Pub, M H     3rd Sunday      7.00pm 

OTHER 
Walking—Evening    David Martin 01858 440530  Outside    Summer, Various Various  
New Experiences  Kevin Millard    01858 468015   Various           Various         Various  

COPY DEADLINE for June newsletter: Wednesday 1st June 2022  
Please send contributions to:  

newsletter@hwu3a.org.uk   
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Contents …. 

P17. Introduction and poem 

P.18, 19 Blossoms—photos, verse 

P. 20 –22 View from the Allotment 

P. 23 Harborough in Bloom 

P.24  Otters—Don West 

P.25  MH Cricket club 

P.26 Jordan Jammers 

P.27 Hwu3a Open Day photos 

P.28, 29 Brittany Article (Mike Goldsmith) 

P.30-32Walk Report (extended) 

P.33 Opinion—Learn, Laugh, Live 

P.34, 35 Boris Becker, What if? 

Welcome to page 17… and here we are 
again on the section with limitless 
possibilities. It can be what you want 
it to be, By the members, for the 
members. 

We are continuing the blooming 
theme with various articles and lots 
of photos reflecting this wonderful 
time of the year. There are also arti-
cles featuring other local organisa-
tions and what they offer for MH resi-
dents. You may want to get involved 
with some of them. 

 

Loveliest of trees, the cherry now  

Is hung with bloom along the bough, 

And stands about the woodland ride 

Wearing white for Eastertide. 

 

Now of my threescore years and ten 

Twenty will not come again, 

And take from seventy springs a score, 

It only leaves me fifty more. 

 

And since to look at things in bloom 

Fifty springs are little room, 

About the woodlands I will go 

To see the cherry hung with snow. 

A E Housman 

Poem recommended by 
Jill Hart. 

Apologies to Jill and A.E. 
Houseman, but this is a 
Bramley apple tree on my 
neighbour’s allotment 
plot ….. 

Of which more later. 

P.36 New Experiences—Croquet 

P.37 What next? 



 

Blooming Marvellous—in verse and pictures. 
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The bluebell is the sweet-
est flower 

That waves in woodland air 

Its blossoms have the 
mightiest power  

To soothe my spirit's care. 

Emily Bronte 

 
Poem selected by Jill Hart 

Photos – Don West 

 
But in which local wood can you see 
these beauties? 

Can you recommend another place 
where you can see ‘fairies’ flowers’ or 
‘cuckoos’ boots’ ? 



 

View from the allotment 
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Spring, sprang, sprung, 

Spring has come. 

Spring, sprang, leap, 

Lambs leap, lovely and white, 

Inhaling the freshness 

Sighing as one, 

Spring, sprang, sprung. 

 
Spring, sprang, sprung, 

Spring has come.  

Spring, sprang, jump. 

Time jumps forward an hour 

Clocks reset to extend  

Evenings’ fun, 

Spring, sprang, sprung. 

Spring, sprang, sprung. 

Spring has come,  

Spring, sprang, bound. 

Bulbs abound in borders of 
parks, 

Daring daffodils so dazzling 

In the sun, 

Spring, sprang, sprung. 
D.M .   

 



 View from the allotment (1) 
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Interview with Judy Burrage, Allotment Co-ordinator and self-confessed HAG 

Thank you, Judy, for taking the time to take part in this interview.  I’m sure that many mem-
bers of the HWu3a will find it very interesting, even inspiring! 

D.M – So, you are a HAG. Could you explain this term to our readers? 

J.B – The HAGs (Harborough Allotment Group!) are a small group of volunteers who are all al-
lotment holders at either the Stevens St or Northampton Road sites. Both of these sites are 
owned by the Market Harborough & Bowden’s Charity (MH&BC), and the HAGs were set up to 
act as a sort of interface between plot holders and the Charity. As plot holders themselves, the 
HAGs get to chat regularly with other gardeners, and can then pass on any queries and con-
cerns regarding the site to the Charity. 

I act as the first point of contact for the Charity for Stevens St, and the two main activities I get 
involved in are (1) walking round with a Charity rep when Plot Inspections are due each quarter 
and (2) showing vacant plots to prospective new plot holders when they get to the top of the 
waiting list, and introducing them generally to the site 

Up until spring 2020, the HAGs as a team also took an active role in organising social events on 
both sites (Open Days, Apple Pressing, Family picnics). We are planning to get going again 
soon, and ar now planning to hold a Bring and Share picnic during the Jubilee Weekend. 

D.M – This is presumably a voluntary role, how many hours a week do you spend at the allot-
ments in this capacity? 

J.B – For general keeping in touch with plot holders, maybe an hour or so a week at this time of 
year but less during the winter. Quarterly plot inspections usually take a couple of hours each 
time and showing a new plot holder around 30 mins or so. The other big job I do once a year is 
compiling a bulk order for our Seed Buying Club. If we do a bulk order, we get extra discounts, 
so it is well worth doing 

D.M – Is there any downside or particularly unpleasant task associated with your role? 

J.B – The main problem is that some plotholders see me as being part of the Charity, and so if 
an issue is noted during a Plot Inspection which they don’t agree with, they may come and take 
it up with me personally. I have to politely remind them that their tenancy agreement is with 
the Charity. 

D.M So what about your own allotment? What do you manage to grow? What, in your opinion, 
is the best fresh picked, home-grown veg? 

J.B – I grow a wide range of fruit and veg, but only things I like to eat myself – so no Rhubarb or 
Gooseberries for me! In my opinion, the best flavoured veg to eat freshly picked are asparagus, 
peas and carrots. 

D.M – Apart from the tasty garden produce, what other benefits are there in having an allot-
ment?     To be contd.  



 

View from the allotment (2) 
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Welcome to Stevens Street 
allotments. As you can see, 
there’s a lot more to owning an 
allotment than just cabbages 
and rhubarb.  

Apart from the plot, allotment-
eers take great pride in their 
sheds and they do come in all 
shapes, sizes and colours. 

I wonder if you can guess who 
owns the following sheds, gents 
or ladies? (Just for fun) 

1 

3 

2 

4 

A. If it comes out easily, it’s an expensive 
plant. (Courtesy of The Plantman, Braybrooke.) 

Gardening Tip No 1. 

Q. How do I know if something growing in 
my garden is an expensive plant, or a 
weed? 



 View from the allotment (3) 
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J.B – Just being outdoors in a beautiful space that is full of wildlife as well as lots of fruit, 
veg, flowers and trees to look at, and sharing that space with some really lovely people. 
During lockdown the allotments were a real-life saver for me and many other plot holders. 

D.M – At the Stevens Street allotments, there is a strong sense of community. What do 
you do to encourage this?  

J.B – I guess I’m naturally chatty and like to let others know what is going on.  

D.M – Who owns the Stevens Street allotments? What other allotments are there in Market 
Harborough? 

J.B – Stevens St and Northampton Road sites are both owned by the MH&BC. There are 
another 3 sites in the town that are owned by Harborough District Council (HDC), plus oth-
ers in surrounding villages that are usually owned by Parish Councils.  

D.M – Final question. If any U3A member was interested in taking on an allotment – Whom 
should they contact? How much might it cost for six months? How long is the waiting list? 

J.B – All of the town sites have long waiting lists, so if you are interested, get in touch with 
either the MH&BC or HDC as soon as possible. The easiest way is to go to their websites 
and apply online. 

For MH&BC sites, the annual rent is £50 for a full-size plot. The traditional size of a full plot 
is 10 poles – approx. 5m x 50m. These days new plot holders will be offered a half or quar-
ter size plot, or even a starter plot (about 3m x 3m). 

D.M – Thank you very much , Judy. 

Gardening tip, No 2. 

When asked about the best time to 
start sewing seeds , it is perceived 
wisdom among local farmers that 
you should not do so until you can 
put your bare bottom* on the soil 
with no discomfort. 

* Other more agricultural words are 
available. 

Sheds—solution. 

1.—Gent, great view of the cricket but 
no TLC in evidence. 

2.– Lady, Plenty of pink in evidence 

3.– Gent—(D.M) , maybe the window 
box is a nod to my feminine side? 

4.– Lady, or should I say ladies. This 
plot is maintained by the MH W.I. 



Attractive new flower planters are set to bring spec-
tacular colour to Market Harborough town centre. 

Harborough District Council has teamed up with Mar-
ket Harborough in Bloom to provide 16 new wooden 
planters, across the town, in the Spring for colourful 
flower displays. 

The planters are being funded by the Government’s 
Welcome Back Fund which is helping town centres re-
cover from the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Cllr Phil King, Leader of Harborough District Council 
said: “These planters will be a welcome addition to the 
town centre, and will replace the old ones. The Market 

Harborough in Bloom volunteers do a great job of keeping the displays looking nice, and I am sure 
the planters will add to the attractiveness of the town.” 

Barbara Tallis, of Market Harborough in Bloom said: “We’re very grateful that the Council is able to 
fund 16 hardwood planters to replace our blue plastic planters in the town centre. Over time we 
hope that all the plastic planters can be replaced. We are also pleased that the planter supplier has 
been able to source water reservoir systems so we get the benefit of the plastic planters but in a 
more attractive, traditional package. We would like to thank all of our current planter sponsors for 
their continued support and welcome contact from any businesses or shops that are interested in 
sponsorship. We are looking forward to planting up the new planters - in the meantime you can 
keep up to date with Market Harborough in Bloom on Facebook.” 

If you are interested in 
volunteering with Har-
borough in Bloom 
please visit their web-
site at 

www.mhibv.org.uk  

New Planters to make town centre bloom. 
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http://www.mhibv.org.uk/
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Otters on the Welland. 

 Otters have been living 
in the River Welland for 
many years now.  I saw my 
first one back in 2014 and 
was instantly hooked by 
their charm.  At that time 
there was a very brazen fe-
male living locally known as 
pink nose as she had a pink 
spot on the end of her 
nose.  She would be out and 
about in the daytime along 
with her young kits and not 
scared at all by the crowds 
she attracted.   

I lost contact with the otters for a few years after that, but when 
I retired in 2019 I started actively looking out for them again and 
discovered trail cameras.  These are automatic cameras that are 
left out on the riverbank and are activated by movement.   They 
record videos and use infra red light at night to avoid disturbing 
the animals.  They are also great for seeing what is coming and 
going in your garden when you are asleep.   

We currently 
have 3 otters 
living on the 
river, Dad, 
the dog ot-
ter, Mum and 
her young kit 
that is 
around 6 
months old 
now.   

Very surprisingly, I captured all three 
together just this past week.   

Don  West 

Don has contributed some more super photos—there are more on his Facebook page and 
the HWu3a page. 
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Anyone for cricket? 

 

Market Harborough Cricket Club was formed over 175 years ago. Its ground is recognised 
as one of the best settings and playing surfaces in the County and over the years has 
hosted County second XI games and league Cup Finals. 
 
However, Clubs aren't just about players - we value our volunteers and supporters that 
help to keep the club going.  If you are interested in coming along and helping at the club, 
volunteers can help by manning the Bar on match days / nights, helping with the upkeep 
of the ground, help fund raise by organising different social events, help with the score-
board on match days, help with the catering for match days, help with coaching, help with 
publicity and marketing...... there are roles for everyone! 
More details on the MHCC website. 
 
 The Club currently has two senior teams in the Leicestershire & Rutland Cricket 
League. Fixtures are on Saturday afternoons, alternating between first team (April 
30th), second team, (May 7th).  

Do you fancy an afternoon in the sun?          D.M 
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Jordan Jammers. 
The Jordan Jammers were very pleased to be asked to perform two sets at the HW U3A Open Day.  
It was great fun choosing and rehearsing which numbers to play from the various decades and we 
hope that our enjoyment of playing live music shone through.     

The play list was: 

These Boots Were Made for Walking – Nancy Sinatra – the 70s 

Chasing Cars – Snow Patrol – 00s 

The Importance of Being Idle – Oasis – 90s 

***** 

Nut Bush City Limits – Ike and Tina Turner – 70s 

Wicked Game – Chris Isaak – 90s 

Johnny B Goode – Chuck Berry – 50s 

We always welcome new members no matter what standard or instrument they wish to play.  There 
is absolutely no obligation to perform in public.  The ethos is just to have fun jamming together and 
over the next few months we will be working on new numbers to expand our repertoire. 

If you like the type of music we play, please come and join us at Braybrooke Village Hall on a Friday 
afternoon. 

Alan Clementson   07972212537 
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More Open day photos. 

Apart from the Jordan Jammers, many other of the groups were represented at Open Day 
in April and altogether, 17 new members joined. If you are one of them, welcome. 

As new members of the Garden Group, the 
first outing to Suffolk was nothing but first 
class.  

The first garden at Fullers Mill was delightful 
and the owners so welcoming and informing 
us of the history of how the garden started, 
Then onward to Bury St Edmunds for lunch 
where Abbey Gardens was a picture. Follow-
ing on to Wyken Hall Garden which is also 
well worth a visit. Here you can purchase a 
bottle of their own brewed wine. What made 
the day particularly memorable was the love-

ly sunny weather plus the very competent driver, Leno for Swift Valley Coaches.  

All expertly organised by Stella Freeman. 

Shirley & Ian Storey 
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Stories from Brittany. 
Mike Goldsmith, former newsletter editor,  has submitted his account of a break in 
Brittany. I sense that there maybe more to come, or is that something else I can smell?  

Stories from Brittany 1—March and April 2022.  

After an unusually smooth crossing with Brittany Ferries and a typical French breakfast on board, we 
were called to our car to ready for unloading. Much to our surprise we found we were very near the front 
of the queue to leave the boat! Even better we were not far from the passport controls and were pleased 

to see that there were more  on offer than on our last visit. We were even moved to the front of the 
queue to go through a newly opened control. So we were on the road to our place well before 9.00 a.m. 

As an aside readers should note that our trip began three days after we switched to UK Summer time, 
and with French time an hour ahead, we felt as if we had got out of our bed at around 6.00 a.m! 

We were leaving St Malo just as the morning rush hour peaked, so it was pretty busy. Around twenty 
years ago, the French discovered the value of roundabouts as a means of controlling  traffic, but as  the 
French are not the best at using their signals (‘They know where they are going, so why the hell should 

they tell anybody else’ is how one old France based friend told me), rush hour and roundabouts are not a 
good mix for newly arrived Brits. We survived several scares and were quickly on the road to the turn off 

from where we use a quiet country route to our place. 

Our good friends from the Jura whose second home is close to us were already installed when we ar-
rived, so an evening meal was quickly arranged at a favourite coastal restaurant where a sea mist prohib-
ited us from seeing the island which forms an attractive background to a meal. Over dinner, we were told 
they had undertaken a search of the history of their little cottage, -  a 17th century cottage bult by a mil-

ler, who in turn was the local lord of the manor covering the area where our own place was built. Ours is 
much more recent, constructed in the late 1920s by an engineer responsible for building a series of weirs 

used to generate hydroelectric power on the river which flows some four hundred metres from our 
house – another man of some substance. Opposite the bottom of our garden is an old chapel with paint-
ed ceiling and old painted wooded statures – a building of historic interest from the 15th century, built by 

one of the Rohan 
family who still 

dominate the cen-
tral part of Brittany, 

still living in their 
chateau in Josselin 
and whose current 

owner is s  have 
been involved in 

the French re-
sistance during 

World War 2, since 
a cache of arms 
were recently 

found in a neigh-
bour’s garden when 
his sceptic tank was 

being replaced. 
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Stories from Brittany. 
Our first days were 
marred by very cold 
weather with frosts 
at night. But the 
weather improved, 
the sun came out 
and suddenly it 
seemed almost sum-
mer like, with low 
20s centigrade tem-
peratures. As a result 
we were able to visit 
Vannes, the centre of 
the Morbihan region 
and one of our fa-
vourite towns. A 
difficult visit to the 
bank where we 
maintain a small ac-
count exposed how 
much French I had 

lost, but after some time we were able to explain that we needed a new password to access our account 
on line – having repeatedly failed to change it every six months as required by the bank … 

Covid travel restrictions were the explanation! We also visited Saumur to buy wine and Pontivy to stock 
up on other essentials. Of course one of the benefits of Brexit is that we can no longer bring back meat 
and milk products to the UK, so the kind of cheese and ham we love has to be left behind. Nevertheless, 
the sun allowed us to sit in the garden, listen to the bird song, admire the many tulips in flower and the 
blossom on the Japanese cherry planted when our daughter got married, whilst watching the family 
work on tidying up the garden following the ravages of winter! 

 

 Perfect bliss – well,  it would 
be if the smell of fertilisers 
used by local farmers did not 
waft over the garden occa-
sionally – a strong sense of 
pig manure seemed to be pre-
sent! 
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All day walking group report 

All Day walk – circular from Ashley. Thursday 28th April 

It was great to be part of one of our walking groups, stepping into Spring! As well as the 
exercise and excellent company, it was a joy to be out in the fields and see first-hand the 
livestock and wildlife which heralds Spring. Our route also followed sections of three Long 
Distance Walks. The Jurassic Way, the Midshires Way and the MacMillan Way. 

Ashley is one of many picturesque villages close to MH. I continue to be surprised about the fact that after 
just two minutes’ drive and we are in Northants. Similarly, I am constantly amazed by the unassuming beauty 
of these villages and their houses. 

The starting point outside the church was easily found and we were 
very pleased to welcome Scott Barrett to the group. It was pretty 
chilly at 10 a.m. and no shorts were in evidence, unlike on earlier 
walks. The group set off promptly, Alec setting a good pace at the 
front. Our first objective, the six-pointed signpost, was soon 
reached and not long after that, the unmistakable landmark which is 
St. Helen’s church, Brampton Ash, was visible but it was another 30 
minutes or so before we actually found ourselves in the churchyard 
for a now traditional coffee break. 

 Here we were 
joined by a very 
sociable horse, 
who kept to his 
side of the stone 
wall, but was nev-
ertheless very keen to make friends.  

After leaving the stylish iron stone houses in the village, we 
were following the McMillan Way long distance walk, pass-
ing the Red Hovel on our left. It certainly was dilapidated 
and in keeping with its name which appears on OS maps.  

We passed through many fields populated by sheep and 
lambs before arriving in Stoke Albany. We also passed 
this magnificent fellow. We regarded each other with 
mutual distrust but at least separated by a sturdy fence! 

We walked through Stoke Albany, passing a very nice 
pub, (which caused some distress among the group) 
and after a few more fields we arrived in our third North-
ants village, Wilbarston. In the meantime, some of us had 
seen and heard both skylarks and a solitary swallow. The 
Fox pub hove into view and we were made very wel-
come, sampling their drinks and eating our packed 
lunches in the beer garden. 
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All day walking group report 
Leaving Wilbarston, we admired some allotments 
close to the bridleway which we followed for the 
remaining couple of miles back to Ashley. We also 
passed some beautiful flora growing in the stream 
before tackling the final climb.  

It was gentle but quite long and Alec demonstrated ex-
cellent parenting skills by trying to distract the group 
with a series of quiz type questions. 

For example, ‘How many balls in snooker would you have 
to pot in scoring 147?’ * 

 

One more downhill stretch through a field populated by calves and their mums – always arouses anxiety for 
all concerned – and we were back. This time, there was no dispute about the distance, simply how many hills 
we had climbed. Alec explained that there were in fact ONLY three hills, the rest being hillocks. Not everyone 
was convinced by this argument but everyone was very grateful for a delightful walk.  

Many thanks to Alec and Sylvia. 

*36 balls.      D.M 
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All day walking group report 
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Opinion—what do you think? 
STRAP LINES—what do you think? Personally, I usually don’t have much time for them.  

This no doubt goes back to another time, when I was a classroom teacher and school websites 
were all sparkly newI ( Gives you an idea of the era) During an after school staff-meeting, the 
teachers were tasked with coming up with a Mission Statement and told they couldn’t leave until 
they had produced one. Things were getting pretty fraught by 5:30 and then we came up with … 
Working together to improve the children's education. Pretty snazzy, eh? But … 

All that changed when I joined the SLu3a and we had Learn. Laugh. Live.  as our strap line. 
Simply brilliant! One of the first groups that I joined was Tennis (GL Rita Moth). What a wonderful 
example.  

Learning. Take your pick. Learning 
to accept that our bodies are no 
longer those when we wore Lacoste 
polo shirts and tried to emulate our 
Wimbledon heroes. Learning that a 
call of ‘YOURS’ is actually a cry of 
desperation. Learning, if you were to 
ask our resident francophone, 
Pascale, to supply le mot juste, for an 
atrocious shot, he will gladly oblige. 

Laughing. This often features 
some of the mishits which occur on court, and usually it is the perpetrator who laughs loudest! 
There is also some good banter off court during ‘tea breaks’. 

Living. This is self evident. The joy of playing a great sport, outside in beautiful setting with a 
great group of people. Bliss! 

I should add that the same atmosphere and joie de vivre exists at Country Dancing, but 
without the French swear words. Not to mention, New Experiences, p. 36   

So what about you?  

Do you have any views on strap lines? Ever created one? Which ones really drive you 
up the wall? 

And what about HWu3a groups? Is there any one in particular that you feel does fill 
the criteria of Learn. Laugh. Live?  

 

BY THE MEMBERS, FOR THE MEMBERS 
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Boris Becker — WHAT IF? 

 

So what about this for one of Sport’s great 
‘What ifs’? 

What if Kevin Curran won the tie break in the 
third set and then went on to win the Cham-
pionship. (He never did win a grand slam Sin-
gles event) Becker won six eventually.  

Would the seventeen year old have been 
spared the hyperbole and crazy adulation, 
which as a seventeen year old, it must have 
been very difficult to absorb?  

What if ... 

The sight of Boris Becker arriving at a London 
Law court, wearing his Wimbledon tie and 
the ensuing custodial sentence he received, 
brought back for me memories of his great-
ness. And of course some sympathy for his 
present situation. 

But it also crossed my mind what Kevin Cur-
ran might be feeling. He’s now a naturalised 
American and from what I can glean on the 
Internet, he’s living a happy and healthy life 
in the U.S. I wonder if a wry smile came to his 
lips when he read about B.B? 

Centre Court, Wimbledon, 

July 1985 

Boris Becker ( Ger) 

6-3, 6-7, 7-6, 6-4 

Kevin Curran (S.A) 

 

To tennis fans of a certain age, who could 
forget this classic final match to an amazing 
championship? 

Kevin Curran, who defeated Jimmy Connors 
(No. 1 seed) and John McEnroe (No. 3 seed) 
on the way to the final, was simply blown 
away by the Wunderkind. I must admit to 
being a huge Boris fan, dubbed ‘England’s 
favourite German’. 

 BORIS BECKER, BORIS BECKER 

Boris Becker, Boris Becker, 

His serve is like a double-decker 

Crashing through red traffic lights, 

Giving Curran bad dreams at nights. 

With shouts of ‘Ja’ and cries of ‘Nein!’ 

His passing shots land on the line, 

With back-spin, top-spin, amazing 
swerve, 

He bends straight lines into a curve. 

Boris Becker, super-power.  

The youngest hero of the hour. 

Only seventeen, who could have thought? 

The new crown prince of Centre Court. 

Boris Becker has all the aces, 

The fastest serves leave no traces. 

Master of backhand pass and smash, 

One by one, opponents crash 

 

(Read On ….. 
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Boris Becker — WHAT IF? 
 

Boris Becker, Boris Becker, 

More lethal than a Black ‘n Decker, 

Drilling holes in reputations, 

He deserves congratulations.  

To win Wimbledon, everybody’s dream, 

Boris did it at seventeen! 

 

D.M   8.7.85 

 

Click here to see how he did it. 

Boris Becker's 1985 Wimbledon win: 17 Again - BBC Sport 

Can you think of any other sporting ‘What ifs’? 

 

Did you know? 

WIMBLEDON—is actually the home of the All 

England Lawn Tennis and Croquet club, found-

ed in  1868. 

 

More croquet on next page ... 

Boris Becker, ‘Wunderkind!’ 

A golden future, worth a mint. 

Wimbledon, 1985, 

Were you lucky enough to watch it live? 

The storms, the lightning, and the rain 

Donner und Blitzen, he’s won again! 

McEnroe, Lendl, Connors OUT! 

Boris has the biggest clout! 

 

Boris Becker, Boris Becker, 

For Kevin Curran a real dream wrecker. 

The victor of McEnroe and Connors, 

Only gets second honours. 

Boris Becker’s grubby shirt, shows 

Where he went rolling in the dirt. 

But he’s soon up and off again, 

An unrelenting high-speed train! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/tennis/33136241
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Croquet—a game of two halves? 

 

Kevin Millard organised a 

croquet taster on  Weds. 

May  4th  at   

Leicester Croquet club. We 

were made very welcome 

by our hosts, Richard and 

Mark and after having the 

rules explained to them, the 

first group (12 –2) made a 

very good start and actually 

looked like they knew what 

they were doing when the 

second group (2-4) arrived! 

UNFORTUNATELY, the grey 

clouds that had been look-

ing ever more ominous, 

broke and within a very 

short time, the whole green 

was awash, unplayable and 

in parts under water. 

RAIN STOPPED PLAY, 

would be an understate-

ment. 

Still, it was very interesting 

and a lovely setting. 

Kev, ever the optimist is go-

ing to organise a re-run.  

As ever, Thanks, Kev, an-

other great idea, very well 

organised.  

D.M 
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What next..? 

We are  hoping to change the emphasis of the news letter and will also be 
reducing the next issue to 12 pages. Please note, The usual listings of all 
group activities, venues and times etc (p.15,16) will in future be found in the 
online version, towards the back. Maybe it would be a good idea to hang on 
to the June issue, (or at least the back page) if you like a paper copy of the 
groups detail. All updates will appear in the newsletter, under Groups Mes-
sage Board. 

Each month we will be focussing on certain HWu3a groups. In June, it will 
be Languages. So we will be asking the Group Leaders for these groups to 
provide interesting and colourful accounts of what their groups get up to. 
Obviously, all groups can send in their monthly reports but thses may be 
in the online version. In which case, why not go to town and include several 
photos etc as there is no limit on space. 

We are still very keen to receive any interesting original articles or reports 
from members. Why not respond to some of the issues raised in this 
newsletter? 

Finally, Jack and I will be swapping roles next month—there will definitely 
be less articles with D.M.           D.M 

And finally, and I admit it 
is an indulgence on my 
part. Here is your reward 
for reading all of the 
newsletter thru to page 
37 .. 

 

 

You will have to supply 
your own safety pin and 
Sellotape. 

I read EVERY page! 

COPY DEADLINE for June newsletter:  
Wednesday 1st June 2022 Online version Weds. 8th 
Please send contributions to: newsletter@hwu3a.org.uk   


